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News from the Head of the Department

In June, 36 Swedish institutions of higher education, including most of the major universities, created a framework which specifies how we should contribute in a meaningful way to mitigating the
climate crisis. Uppsala University has unfortunately not joined (I corresponded with our vice-chancellor about it). I think we should all, bottom-up, work in the direction set by this framework, which
is also within the general aims of our university. You can find information about it (“Klimatramverket för universitet och högskolor”) here.
One action might be to join me and other colleagues at IEG and other departments for a manifestation outside of the administration building (Segerstedt building) on Friday 27 September 12.00
to 13.00, with one of the major claims being that our university should join Klimatramverket. It is
organized by a Facebook group called “Uppsala universitetsanställda för klimatet”.
The university-wide evaluation of research two years ago (“Quality and Renewal 2017”) included
a questionnaire, which forms the basis of a new report on “Conditions for conducting high-quality
research: results from a research evaluation survey at Uppsala University”.

Drop in sessions in bioinformatics

Reminder that there are bioinformatic drop-in sessions at NBIS (BMC), on Thursdays at 10:00. You
can get help with different bioinformatic-related questions, including problems related to Uppmax.
More info here.
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3rd Uppsala Transposon Symposium

The 3rd Uppsala Transposon Symposium will take place on September 27 at EBC, Friessalen, 09:0017:00. The theme of this year’s symposium is understanding population and ecological dynamics
within genomes. Keynote speaker is Andrea Betancourt, University of Liverpool. Registration is
closed now but everyone is welcome to drop in spontaneously!

News from the administration

Are you planning to apply for a research grant?
Grant applications including financial calculations must be reviewed by the program’s economist
for further processing to the program- and department head. Don’t forget to inform your economist
once you have received the grant, the information is needed in order to transfer the funds to our
account.
Purchasing
The finance department wishes to remind that no private purchases relating to operating costs in
projects can be done through Uppsala University. If private funds such as scholarships are to be
used, the material is ordered by the private person and the invoice is sent to the purchaser’s home
address. If you would like to buy goods through the university’s agreements (e.g., chemicals, consumables, etc.) then the funds has to be deposited in a University account and overhead costs will
be added.
Upcoming PhD defenses
Anna Nydahl: Friday the 4th Oct. at 09.30 in Friessalen
Title: Carbon Dioxide in Inland Waters – Drivers and Mechanisms Across Spatial and Temporal Scales
Opponent: Prof. Marguerite Xenopoulos, Trent University
Anna-Malin Linde: Wednesday the 23th Oct. in Zootissalen
Title: Rates and patterns of bryophyte molecular evolution
Opponent: Prof. Jonathan Shaw, Duke University
Sergio Ivan Tusso Gomez: Friday the 25th Oct. at 13.00 in Lindahlsalen
Title: Adaptive divergence in fission yeast: from experimental evolution to evolutionary genomics
Opponent: Prof. Dr. Roger Butlin, The University of Sheffield
Learn more Swedish via free app
SVT Språkplay is a free app for you who would like to learn more Swedish and watch TV at the
same time. The App offers subtitled TV-programs with interactive language support from Swedish
to 18 languages. You can use SVT Språkplay on your mobile device and on TV using Chromecast.
Read more here.
Register vacation days or not?
As a teacher, researcher, postdoctoral researcher, doctoral student or research assistant you are covered by “standard vacation”. This means that your vacation is considered to have been used all at
once during the part of the summer, from Monday after Midsummer in June. The pay roll unit will
annually register the days in Primula and you will get an added supplement on top of your salary in
October. Employees not covered by the text above, must register the vacation days in Primula by
themselves. You´ll find more information about this on MP. If you have any questions about this or
what applies to you, please contact your HR Annette Berger or Jenny Lundh.
New doctoral salaries
Uppsala University has a new agreement with the unions on new doctoral salaries. The agreement
is valid from October 1, 2019. The agreement was signed on June 19, 2019. You will find the agreement here.

New publications alert

Martin Lind and co-workers have published an article about how relatedness in males affects female harm and lifetime reproductive success in seed beetles. They showed that male relatedness did
not influence female lifetime reproductive success or individual fitness.

Open access agreements

Uppsala University have agreements with a number of publishers for publishing in Open Access
journals for free or to a reduced price. More information is available att the Uppsala University Library. You can also find a new portal page with more resources and help with publications.

Hydorcarb project at an end

The Hydrocarb project “Towards a new understanding of carbon processing in freshwaters: methane
emission hot spots and carbon burial”, initiated by Sebastian Sobek from the Limnology program
in 2013 and financed by the ERC, finished in end of last month. The project involved a total of 28
researchers, mainly from Sweden and Brazil but also from Canada, Switzerland and the UK, and
was in collaboration with the Federal University of Juiz de Fora (UFJF), Brazil. After frequent travels to Brazil to study the greenhouse gas balance of different tropical reservoirs, the group had their
final project meeting via the University’s video conference system to avoid unnecessary flights and
emissions.
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Non-human animal

On September 29th, Several researchers at the plant ecology program will lead ‘Researcher walks’
in connection to the exhibition ‘The Non-Human Animal – Negotiating Bio-relations’ at Uppsala Art Museum (the castle). This art-research event is organised by the Zennström Professorship
in Climate Change Leadership at Uppsala University and Uppsala Art Museum. These one hour
walks will happen in the surroundings of the castle and have different themes depending on the researcher – exploring questions of biodiversity and human relationships with other species. The day
will end with a public debate on making space for other species in Uppsala. Gustaf Granath, Linus
Söderqvist, Bob Muscarella and Laura Parducci from Plant Ecology and Evolution will participate.
You cand find more info here.

Mushroom excursion

The annual EBC mushroom excursion will be on Wednesday, September 25 to the Håga-Nåsten
nature reserve. There will be two departure times from EBC, one at 15:30 and one at 16:30. Each
group will meet in the parking lot outside Tantens Gröna in Håga and walk from there into the forest. After collecting, both groups will meet up again at 18:00 to head back to EBC. The collected
mushrooms will then be identified and the edible ones will be fried and eaten.

