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News from the administration 
Recruitments during the summer or early autumn
We need information on upcoming recruitments as soon as possible as our central HR department 
and our trade unions have a break during the summer, and we need to process all recruitments well 
in advance. If you already know that you are going to hire or are thinking of hiring someone during 
the summer or early autumn, please contact your HR. Last day to contact HR about new recruit-
ments is June 12. 

UU:S Wellness challenge  - HITTA UT 2020
Hittaut is Uppsala’s largest wellness project where you and your colleagues get exercise as you 
find new places around Uppsala and strengthening the team spirit at your workplace. It´s over 160 
checkpoints placed at beautiful and interesting sites around Uppsala. Your task is to use the map or 
your GPS device to find these checkpoints. The map is also available as a mobile app. You register 
the checkpoints by entering a letter code at the website or in the app. 
The more checkpoints you’ll find, the more exercise you’ll get and the bigger the chance to win 
prizes (each registration count as an entry to the monthly lottery of prizes). 

Our Department of Ecology and Genetics are one team. 
No matter ambition level, all registred checkpoints counts, and you will contribute to the total 
number of registred checkpoints in the team.

1.   All participants register themselves at the website or directly in the app and choose ”Uppsala 
universitet – anställda” as organisation. 
2.   After you have registered at hittaut, you choose our team through this link. 

More information about Hitta ut at the website. 

New book
Per Alström has contributed to a new book about the Evolution of Perching Birds.

https://forms.gle/3xB1sNs1rroPdWFv9
https://www.orientering.se/provapaaktiviteter/hittaut/uppsala/english-how-it-works/
https://www.lynxeds.com/product/the-largest-avian-radiation/


News from the environmental officer
Apply for funding from the climate pot 
The Vice-Chancellor has earmarked SEK 2 million for a climate pot aimed at reinforcing and invig-
orating Uppsala University’s efforts to reduce its climate impact. Projects and initiatives with the 
potential to make a tangible contribution to lowering the University’s climate impact can apply for 
grants of up to SEK 250,000. Applications for project funding are invited from employees, students 
and organisational units at Uppsala University. You can find more information about how to apply 
here. Read the instructions before you apply. The deadline for applications is 1 September 2020.

Signed applications should be sent electronically to Environmental Director Karolina.Kjellberg@
uadm.uu.se

If you have any questions, please contact:
Karolina Kjellberg
Tel. 018-471 77 76
Email: Karolina.Kjellberg@uadm.uu.se

IEG in the media
Anna Székely has a new project about analyzing SARS-CoV-2 virus in wastewater. The project is 
featured in an article in UNT and a news item on the Uppsala main page. 

Håkan Ryndin och Håkan Hytteborn has been studying the bloom of Fritillaria meleagris in Uppsa-
la. A team from the local TV-station SVT Uppsala joined them. There was also an article in UNT. 
You can see the results from this year’s flower count here (in Swedish). 

Gesa Weyhenmeyer has been interviewed by Oddasat, a public service newsprogramme in sami. 
She talked about the poor ice levels in northern Sweden. This year, the ice level was poor despite 
the large abundance of snow. 

Upcoming PhD defenses
Lili Li: Wednesay June 3 at 10:00 in Ekmansalen
Title: Past demography and local adaptation in forest trees: Insights from natural populations and 
breeding programs of Norway spruce
Opponent: Dr. Bruno Fady, INRAE-Avignon, France

Anastasija Isidorova: Thursday June 4, 13:00 in Ekmansalen
Title: The origin and fate of sediment organic carbon in tropical reservoirs
Opponent: Dr. Rafael Marcé, University of Girona, Spain.

Kai Song: Friday June 12 at 13:00 in EBC Lecure room
Title: Divergence, selection, demographic history and conservation genomics of sib-
ling bird species in boreal forest in Northern Eurasia and the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau 
Opponent: Professor Juha Merilä, University of Helsinki, Finland

https://mp.uu.se/documents/432512/504226432/UFV+2020-2.pdf/ed3cec7f-7c6c-9e7e-dcf7-db1435208bc3
mailto:Karolina.Kjellberg%40uadm.uu.se?subject=
mailto:Karolina.Kjellberg%40uadm.uu.se?subject=
https://unt.se/bli-prenumerant/artikel/1r0n2p0j
https://uu.se/nyheter-press/nyheter/artikel/?id=14804&typ=artikel&lang=sv
https://www.svt.se/nyheter/lokalt/uppsala/forskning-ska-ge-svar-pa-kungsangsliljans-hemligheter
https://unt.se/bli-prenumerant/artikel/8rx95k8r
https://www.biologi.uu.se/liljor
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=7474477


Micoplastics in the Fyris river
Gesa Wheyhenmeyer has been sampling water in lake Erken and the Fyris river to look for mi-
croplastics. The sampling is part of a project called GLEON Galactic which aims to investigate 
miscoplastic levels in lakes globally. 

Interview for The Urban Birder
Per Alström has been inteviewed by the website The Urban Birder. The topic was “Are there more 
hidden species to be discovered?”. You can watch the interview here. 

New docent
Martin Lind had been appointed docent in Biology with specialization in animal ecology. Congrat-
ulations! 

Photos courtesy of Gesa Weyhenmeyer

https://theurbanbirderworld.com/tours/per-alstrom-may-2020/


New publications
Per Alström and co-workers have published a new paper on the origin, diversification and historical 
demographics of the great tit. He has also published a paper on the evolutionary history and diver-
sification of babblers and a paper on the diversity of larks.  

Robert Muscarella and co-workers have published a new paper which shows that storm-related 
rainfall was a stronger predictor of forest damage than maximum wind speeds. 

Jente Ottenburghs and Hans Ellegren have published an article about the gentics of taiga and tun-
dra bean geese based on research performed at IEG. There  was also a press release from Wagenin-
gen desrcibing the study. 

New faces at IEG
Welcome New Carl Tryggers Postdoc, Kasia 
Ziemińska

Kasia is a functional plant anatomist interest-
ed in how wood anatomy determines plant 
functions and ecological strategies.  She be-
gan working in April as a postdoc funded 
by the Carl Tryggers Foundation.  Her work 
will focus on intraspecific variation of wood 
anatomical structure in Puerto Rican trees.  
Kasia is currently working remotely from 
the UK but we hope she will be able to join 
us in Uppsala soon - welcome Kasia!  You 
can check Kasia’s website for more informa-
tion about her work.

Photo courtesy of Kasia Ziemińska

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jbi.13863
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jbi.13823
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/zsc.12422
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-61164-2#Abs1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41437-020-0322-z
https://www.wur.nl/en/newsarticle/Are-taiga-and-tundra-bean-goose-merging-into-one-species.htm
http://www.kasiazieminska.com/science/


Social activities
Online quizzes are a good way to engage in social activities while practicing physical distancing at 
the same time. The limnology programme did a lake quiz using the app Kahoot. 

Photo: Karla Münzner


