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News from the administration 
Defenses
Lili Li: Thursday the 19th March at 10:00 in Ekmansalen
Title: Past demography and local adaptation in forest trees: insight from spruce natural populations 
and breeding programs
Opponent: Bruno Fady, French National Institute for Agriculture, Food, and Environment (INRAE)

Updated guidelines for fieldwork
By Swedish law, a written risk assessment has to be carried out prior to fieldwork. The guidelines re-
garding safety aspects when planning fieldwork is updated. You´ll find the guidelines under groups 
at MP: Institutionen för ekologi och genetik/Documents/Lab and field safety.

Compensation due to travel or other reasons
To get compensation for expenses due to travel or other reasons you must send the original receipts 
to the pay roll unit together with a print out of the Primula case. The pay roll unit will not handle 
the errand before they get this. When you attach electronic receipts to a Primula case you only need 
to send the print out of the case. The same applies to reimbursements regarding wellness subsidy 
and healthcare costs. When it comes to daily allowances without compensation for expenses you 
will also only send the print out of the case. This is to inform the pay roll unit that there is a Primula 
case to handle for them.

Parental leave - a maximum of three periods per calendar year
A parental leave can be divided into a maximum of three periods per calendar year. By “new period” 
is also meant change in the scope of the leave, for example going from full to half parental leave. 
Questions? Ask your HR or read more at MP. 

Extension due to special reasons
The employment for a Ph.D. student, Postdoctoral researcher (24 months) or an Associate-/As-
sistant professor can be extended due to special reasons, for example sick leave and parental leave 
including care of a sick child (VAB). From November 1, 2019, one day of absence due to these 
reasons gives one day of extension. Remember to register in Primula to get the extension. The leave 
should be registered the same day that it started. Questions? Ask your HR or read more at MP. 

Stats clinic
There is a new initiative at IEG and the overall purposeof the initiative is to provide support and 
advice on statistical analyses. The idea is that anyone active at the Department of Ecology and Ge-
netics can visit a colleague with some experience and perspective, to discuss statistical issues and 
get support or help to make progress. This initiative is called “IEG Stats clinic” and is open every 
Wednesday between 13.00 - 15.00. You can read more on Göran Arnqvist’s webpage.

https://mp.uu.se/group/institutionen-for-ekologi-och-genetik/docs?_20_folderId=49229065&_20_viewEntries=1&_20_viewFolders=1&_20_struts_action=%2Fdocument_library%2Fview&_20_action=browseFolder&p_p_id=20&p_p_lifecycle=0&_20_entryStart=0&_20_entryEnd=200&_20_folderStart=0&_20_folderEnd=20
https://mp.uu.se/c/perm/link?p=950359
https://mp.uu.se/c/perm/link?p=878304
http://www.arnqvist.org/IEG_Stats_Clinic/IEG_Stats_Clinic.htm


Field work

Master student Roel Lammerant and Bob Muscarella harvest seedlings from a seedling drought 
experiment at the Luquillo Long-Term Ecological Research site in Puerto Rico.  Roel is completing 
his MS thesis on how tropical tree seedlings with different life history strategies respond to drought.  
Field work was supported by the Swedish Phytogeographical Society.

Matariki Fellows
Applications for funding as Matariki Fellows has now opened. The purpose of Matariki Fellows is 
to increase the number of research contacts and strengthen international cooperation. Funds can 
be applied for an up to six-month-long research stay during 2020/2021 at one of the universities 
in the Matariki Network. The call is open to researchers, teachers and PhD-students in all research 
areas at Uppsala University. Aside from Uppsala University, the network also includes Dartmouth 
College (USA), Durham University (England), Queen’s University (Canada), University of Otago 
(New Zealand), Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen (Germany) and University of Western Aus-
tralia (Australia). You can read more about the program and how to apply on Medarbetarportalen.

(No) Ice on Erken
The Erken Laboratory has monitored the duration of ice cover of lake Erken since the 1940s. The 
data shows a strong decrease in the average duration of ice cover over time. This year, in particu-
lar, the situation is special as there have very rarely been occasions when the lake has not been ice 
covered in mid-February. Moreover, the lake has so far only be frozen for 5 days this winter. If the 
situation remains like this, it would be by far the shortest duration of ice cover since the start of 
measurements. You can visit Erkens Facebook Page to stay updated.
 
Finally, Gesa Weyhenmeyer has also been interviewed by the Swedish Radio on the topic.

Photo courtesy of Bob Muscarella

https://mp.uu.se/c/perm/link?p=48890478
https://www.facebook.com/Erkenlaboratoriet/
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2689&artikel=7389561


News from the latest fire-protection round
There is a trolley at campus management (”restvärderäddnings-
vagn”, see picture), equipped with different sorts of protective 
material, e.g. plastic cover, tape, a strong torch light, absorbing 
tissue against spill, personal protective gear, etc. The material is 
meant to be an immediate aid until help arrives, for instance, if 
a water pipe is leaking onto a machine, the plastic covers can be 
used to cover the machine, until the water is shut down. Please 
use this trolley if needed and you feel safe to do so. 
If you have a kettle or a coffee machine in your office, make sure 
that it is connected to a timer. Also, please do not store aerosol 
cans in your office (e.g. hairspray or compressed air), as they 
will act accelerating in case of fire. Last but not least, don’t store 
larger amounts of old batteries, they can start burning. Please 
put them to the recycling bins regularly.

New publications
Ingrid Ahnesjö, Jaelle Brealey, Ivain Martinossi-Allibert, Jennifer Morinay, Mattias Siljestam, Jo-
sefine Stångberg & Paula Vasconcelos has published a paper about gender based assumptions in 
evolutionary biology and a set of best-practice guidelines to improve awareness and provide recom-
mendations to increase transparency and improve sutdy designs in collaborations witht the Centre 
for Gender research at Uppsala University. 

Ingrid and co-workers have also published a paper titled: “The evolution of ecological specialization 
across the range of a broadly distributed marine species about the evolution of ecological speciali-
zation”. 

Zorana Kurbalija Novicic, Ahmed Sayadi & Göran Arnqvist in collaboration with the Uppsala Uni-
versity Hospital and the University of Belgrade has published a paper about how negative frequency 
dependent selection can act to maintain genetic variation in life history genes.

New PhD
Congratulations to Maté Vass for successfully defending his thesis!

Revolution 2020
On the 13-14th of February, “Revolution 2020”, the annual seminar series of the Animal Ecology 
program, took place at EBC. The days started off with excellent talks from two invited speakers 
(Prof. Nick Royle from University of Exeter, and Prof. Susanne Åkesson from Lund University), be-
fore being followed by approximately 15 short talks per days from PhD students, Postdocs and PIs 
from Animal Ecology. There was also a poster session on the last day. Lots of interesting discussions 
were had and it was a great opportunity for everyone to get an update about what other groups 
are working on within the program. Among the internal speakers, Katerina Guschanski’s talk about 
microbiomes in Grauer’s gorillas won the vote for best talk. 

Photo courtesy of Yvonne-Meyer-Lucht

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11692-020-09492-z
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/evo.13930
https://bmcevolbiol.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12862-020-1581-2


Opinion piece
Göran Arnqvist has published a new opinion piece in TREE entitled “Mixed Models Offer No Free-
dom from Degrees of Freedom”. He argues that the increased use of linear mixed models in ecology 
and evolution has aggravated the general problem of pseudoreplication in biology.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169534719303465

