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Erken Lab has a new boat!  
The boat (pictured below) has a 75hp powered 
trim outboard engine, which is useful for 
accessing shallow areas, an enclosed cabin 
which can hold up to six people comfortably, 
and an open bow for equipment storage. It has 
been outfitted with an echo sounder and other 
equipment that will permit everyone to do 
faster, better, safer, and more comfortable work, 
especially during inclement  (Swedish) weather.  

Gesa has been awarded the distinction of being included 
in the European Expert Database of Outstanding Women 
in Academia 2017, by the Swedish Research Council/
Robert Bosch Stiftung in cooperation with “Spektrum der 
Wissenschaft” and Nature. You can see the profiles of all 
selected experts here http://www.academia-net.org  

KIND OF A BIG DEAL
ERKEN NEWS

SAMI CO2 sensor recovery mission successful!  

A rescue team made up of; Christer, Marcus, 
Björn, Erik, Antonin, and William, managed to 
recover the valuable SAMI sensor from the 
bottom of the lake. This sensor measures the 
partial pressure of CO2 in the water and was 
lost during a storm in mid-July. Though the 
recovery was like looking for a needle in a 
haystack, it was ultimately successful and 
greatly aided by the echo sounder on the new 
boat! You can see video of the rescue mission 
here: https://youtu.be/S8-SlTeV3SI 

A n n a N , M a r l o e s , 
Karolina and Fabian 
attended a PhD course in 
watershed ecology and 
biogeochemistry from 
September 14-20th, in 
the Krycklan catchment 
(1 hour northwest of 
Umeå) offered by SLU. 
The course addressed the 
foundational concepts 
and modern challenges 
w i t h i n t h e fi e l d o f 
watershed science and 
the program included a daily excursion to different 
catchment sites, lectures (including one by former limno 
Blaize), group discussions, and poster presentations. 

Pianpian Wu, a SMaReF (Sino-Swedish 
M e r c u r y M a n a g e m e n t R e s e a r c h 
Framework) PhD student, defended her thesis 
last week (Sep.21). The  SMaReF also had a 
workshop on mercury bioaccumulation on Sep 
22nd. The invited speakers were  Celia 
Chen (Dartmouth College, USA), Martin Kainz 
(Wasserklusser Lunz, Austria),  Amanda Poste 
( N o r w e g i a n I n s t i t u t e f o r W a t e r 
Research,  NIVA),  and Brian Branfireun 
(University of Western Ontario, Canada). 

DEFENSE

NEW FACES
Mayra Rulli is a Masters student 
originally from Brazil who will be 
doing research training and her 
masters thesis with us over the 
coming year. She will work with 
Stefan, Sarahi, Moritz, as well as Sari 
and Gaetan (SLU). She will also get a 
bit involved in the KAW project. 

Bianka Csitári is a PhD student 
from Eötvös University, Hungary. 
She is here till the end of the year 
on an Erasmus+ internship and will 
w o r k o n p r o c e s s i n g s o d a 
lake samples connected to her PhD 
project about nitrogen cycling in 
hypertrophic soda lakes.

SLU COURSE
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SAMPLING

As part of their study to analyze methane 
in streams, Anna N. Katrin, Joachim 
Audet (SLU) and Josè Ledesma (SLU) 
went mud sampling. On September 4th 
the crew ventured out to sample 
sediments at a stream near Tibble. The 
sediment samples were sent to Germany, 
Switzerland and Austria to analyze 
methane production and oxidation 
potential as well as the microbial 
community.

Anna N. was back 
in Krycklan for a 
s e c o n d fi e l d 
c a m p a i g n , 
sampling the deep 
groundwater wells 
f rom September 
11th to 13th. To the 
right is a photo of 
her set-up!

Matilda, Kasparas and Peter 
ventured to Germany to 
sample Großer Vätersee and 
Wuckersee, two lakes an hour 
north of Berlin. These are the 
two southernmost lakes along 
their latitudinal gradient and 
will hopefully complement the 
data collected from eight 
Swedish lakes over the course 
of the summer. They were 
joined by Lisa, Thomas and 
Jan from IGB.  

Kristin S. joined an SLU sampling 
campaign at the Biotest basin at 
Forsmark. This unique system consists  
of a 1 km2 artificial enclosure in the 
Baltic Sea that receives warm water 
discharged from the Forsmark 
nuclear power plant cooling system. 
It is an interesting system for field 
studies on the effects of enhanced 
temperature on aquatic ecosystems. 
Kristin joined Anna Gårdmark and 
the team from the Institute of Coastal 
Research in Öregrund to be part of 
the monitoring program that has 
been ongoing since the mid-70s! 

Anna Gårdmark will also give a presentation in the IEG seminar 
series "Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution"  at 2pm on the 24th 
of October. Don´t miss it!

Kasparas, Matilda, and Lisa weigh, 
measure, and take tissue samples from 
perch from the littoral and pelagic nets 
(left).

Matilda and Karolina 
joined Bertil W for an 
excursion to Väddö with 
the Baltic Sea Environment 
course. Students had the 
opportunity to collect 
samples from sheltered 
and exposed sites and then 
compared the number and type of organisms 
collected, in the lab at Uppsala University the 
following day. This distance course brings in a 
diverse group of students from different locations 
around Sweden and with differing levels of 
experience within biology. 

TEACHING
From September 3rd to 8th, Moritz, Sari (ex-limno), 
Stefan, Anna Sz. (pictured below with other microbial 
ecologist) and Raven attended  the 15th SAME 
(Symposium on Aquatic Microbial Ecology) in Zagreb, 
Croatia. Moritz and Sari presented posters, while 
Raven, Stefan and Anna Sz. gave talks. 

MICROS ABROAD


