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FRILUFTSDAG & ICE TRAINING
February 8th was the limno Friluftsdag at 
Fjällnora. Participants rented skates and took 
advantage of the sunshine and 12km of skating 
track winding around the lake.    

Andrea Garcia Bravo was awarded the Marie Curie individual fellowship for her 
MER-CURE project: Using global marine metagenomics to understand MERcury 
microbial associated processes: finding a CURE for mercury contaminated 
environments. This project aims to provide the first Hg reference gene catalogue 

at a global ocean scale and to quantify the individual and/or combined effect of the activity of mer genes in a 
pilot Hg removal system. MER-CURE will develop a novel and multidisciplinary methodological approach by 
merging omics and Hg stable isotope tracer technologies for studying the biogeochemistry and detoxification of 
Hg. MER-CURE will contribute to advance knowledge by identifying “where” and “which” prokaryotes in the 
ocean are involved in Hg cycling and to produce readily applicable results that can in the future help 
municipality and private industries. The incorporation of metagenomics and metatranscriptomic analyses 
throughout Andrea’s Marie Curie will lead her to master a rather unique combination of chemistry, biology, 
experimental approaches, public engagement, and knowledge sharing and communication skills. 

ZURICH

Andrea Garcia Bravo’s  paper on the role of organic 
matter molecular composition on mercury 
methylation processes was accepted and will be 
published in Nature Communications.  

Now you see her Now you don’t

In addition to skating everyone had the chance to 
participate in an ice safety course and had the 
opportunity to try climbing out of a hole in the ice 
using “isdubbar” (ice picks). (Pictured Above: Eva 
demonstrates breaking through thin ice). Some tips 
from the course, if you are planning to go out on the 
ice are: (1) always bring isdubbar when going out 
onto the ice (2) don’t go alone (3) avoid areas with 
faster current such as streams, bridges and channels  
(4) If you fall through, climb back out in the direction 
you came from (5) if someone falls in throw 
something (like a rope) for them to grab, don’t risk 
getting pulled in yourself. Also remember: you aren’t 
dead till you’re warm and dead.  

Anna N. Sebastian, and Gesa attended a mini 
conference/mid term review meeting in 
Zurich.  

Pictured above: Anna N, Anna S, Moritz, Matilda, 
Carolin, Stefan, Fabian, Annika, Katrin, and Julie

MARIE CURIE
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NEWS FROM ERKEN

LIMNO PHD RETREAT
December 14 th & 
15th, the limno PhD’s 
went on a retreat to 
Högbo Bruk. They had 
the opportunity to 
explore the property, 
w o r k w i t h a 
blacksmith, use the 
wood-fire sauna and 
hot tub, and eat some 
a m a z i n g m e a l s . 
(Pictured right is Lorena  
shaping a piece of hot steel 
and below is the whole 
crew in front of the main 
building.)

Per Weslien from the Department of Earth Science 
(University of Gothenburg) temporarily added the 
new CH4 analyzer to the flux tower on Malma 
Island along with the other existing sensors.  

New methane analyzer

To take advantage of the ongoing testing of a SITES 
Aquanet mesocosm (pictured below), Don has 
initiated an under-ice test fertilisation experiment, 
deploying a flow fluorimeter, a PAR and temperature 
sensors under the ice.  

SITES Aquanet mesocosm 

The last couple weeks at Erken have 
been full of activities related to the 
automatic monitoring programs. Björn, 
Don and William finished deploying 
the net radiometer sensors (pictured 
right) and a new structure which will 
hold the sensors suspended 1.2 - 1.8m 
over the water surface (depending on 
water level), and approx. 12 m from the 
island’s shoreline. These sensors will 
measures the energy balance between 
incoming short-wave and long-wave 
Far Infrared (FIR) radiation versus 
surface reflected short-wave and 
outgoing long-wave radiation. 

SITES Spectral is a new 
LifeCam currently being tested 
on Malma Island. The purpose 
of the camera is to allow for 
monitoring of ice condition, 
surface blooms, and keep an 
eye on any instruments on the 
island. At the moment (during 
the testing phase), you can 
look over the whole North-
Western side of Lake Erken by 
clicking on this link: Erken 
LifeCam. If you access it on a 
sunny day you can ge t 
beautiful views at sunset.   

Net radiometer sensors
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