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FRESH BLOOD FOR FRESH WATER
Máté and Bianka attended the
Fresh Blood for Fresh Water
Conference which was held in
Tihany, Hungary. Máté gave a talk
while Bianka had a poster. This is a
conference for mainly young
researchers, from Master students
up to post-docs. At the end of the
conference, Máté received the
Freshwater Biology Prize in
Microbiology selected by Mia
Bengtsson. This prize includes the
opportunity to submit a
manuscript to the journal with a
pre-submission review offered by
(guess who?!) Stefan Bertilsson and
2-years free access to the journal.

STABLE ISOTOPES IN SICILY

A VISIT FROM NASA

Matilda attended the third annual ‘Survivors Guide to Stable
Isotope Ecology’ in Ortigia, Sicily during the first week of April.
The course did a great job of covering the broad background of
how and why stable isotope analysis works, and then building to
best practices for sampling and applications within ecology.
Between the lectures from course leaders and fellow
participants, she learned a lot about how stable isotopes are
used in different systems including giant otters in Boliva, harp
seals in Canada and fish in both fresh and marine systems.
While in Ortigia, the group also visited a UNESCO world
heritage site and every pizza place on the island.

Blaize (a former limno) returned to EBC
for a quick visit, while she was in the
neighborhood representing NASA. After
her post-doc in Umeå, Blaize was
accepted for a Science and Technology
Po l i cy Fe l l ow s h i p w i t h NA S A i n
Washington DC. She was able to share
some information about the fellowship
itself as well as information about all the
cool data NASA is collecting on Earth.
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SEA-ICE TRAINING IN ALASKA
On April 8-12, JP Balmonte and Anders Torstensson (Uppsala postdoc working with Stefan Bertilsson, but
currently based in Jody Deming’s lab at University of Washington) participated in a sea-ice training course in
Utqiagvik, Alaska (previously Barrow) to prepare for the MOSAiC Expedition (mosaic-expedition.org). Trainings
included learning how to measure certain snow parameters, identify first year from multi-year ice, drill and
process sea-ice cores, drive snow mobiles, and – perhaps most importantly – protect oneself from sub-freezing
temperatures, especially with wind-chills of -20 to -30 °C. In the first photo, JP and Anders stand on sea ice, in
front of glacial ice. In the second photo, several participants pile snow blocks to protect from the wind.

NEW FACES

INSPIRED

Some of you might remember
Kasparas, who did his
Master’s thesis at Limno with
Peter and Matilda. For the
next couple of weeks, he will
be a lab assistant and will
help us in various projects.
Unfortunately he will be in
the lab and not in his
preferred habitat, knee-deep
in lake mud (see right).

Gesa gave a talk at the Royal Academy of
Sciences during the price ceremony "Ingvar
Lindqvistdagen” in Stockholm and got extremely
inspired by the presentations of the teacher's
prize recipients. Many teaching tools used in
high schools could work perfectly at the
University level. More information can be given
during coffee breaks.

CHAMPIONS
Melina Nalmpanti (left) will
be joining us for an Erasmus
traineeship for the coming 5
months. She is originally
from Greece, but was most
recently working at the AWI
in Bremerhaven, pursuing a
MSc in Marine Biology. She
will mainly be working with
Xavi during her stay, but is
eager to learn as much as
possible about aquatic
sciences and the “tools of
the trade”.

On April 28th Eva and her horse Svea competed in
a jumping competition over 30 centimeters, below
is a photo of the winning duo and their trophy!
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