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Matilda, Holger, and Leonie braved the gloeotrichia and 
elodea infested waters of Lake Erken to catch perch for 
Matilda’s upcoming metabolism study and the fish group’s 
Trophic Enrichment Factor study, which will run for the 
next 10 months in the basement aquarium room. They had 
an extremely successful week and caught 300+ individuals 
thanks to Holger’s extensive knowledge of the lake, 
Matilda’s luck angling pelagic fish and Leonie’s success in 
the littoral. Leonie  also caught her first (and by the end of 
the week 40th) fish during their time at Erken. 

Holger, Leonie and Kristin are 
currently in Jämtland, in lake 
Ånnsjön and its tributaries and  are 
looking for minnows (Phoxinus 
phoxinus). It is one of the very few 
species that lives in the high alpine 
lakes and they want to find out if 
the populations in lake and stream 
habitats differ in morphology and 
diet. To do so, they have taken a 
whole suite of fishing gear to test 
for minnow catching efficiency: 
minnow traps, gillnets, sink nets, 
cast nets, rods, and electrofishing 
equipment. As irony would have it, they didn’t catch a single fish using the 
minnow traps, but they have been quite successful with the gillnets. 

Sarahi and former limno Sari 
took depth profiles while 
hun t ing fo r i n t e re s t i ng 
anaerobic bacteria in Lake 
Alinen Mustarjärvi in Finland. 
Pictured (left) are their first 
sediment cores as a team. The 
project, in which they are 
d o i n g c u l t i v a t i o n 
experiments, metagenomics 
a n d l i p o d o m i c s , i s a 
collaborat ion with Alex 
Probst and Till Bornemann, 
and they are hoping to find 
c a r b o n cy c l i n g a m o n g 
anaerobic microbes. 

Vicente and Sarahi took samples from a 
stratified Lake Erken and will be sequencing 
genomes from the epilimnion and the 
hypolimnion. 

END OF SUMMER SAMPLING
September
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Pablo is adjusting well to his new home at the 
Helmholtz Institute for Functional Marine Biodiversity 
at the University of Oldenburg (HIFMB; https://
hifmb.de/en/). In addition to trying to introduce fika to 
the locals, he and his collaborators are planning a 2-
month-long Planktotron (pictured) experiment starting 
on the 10th of Sep. In line with his postdoc project, 
they will be investigating the effects of increasing 
physical  disturbance frequency and intensity on 
nutrient cycling, the light climate and plankton 
biodiversity and community dynamics in a multi-
trophic perspective. As model physical  disturbance 
they will use water column mixing and  sediment 

r e s u s p e n s i o n , 
phenomena  that 
are  expected to 
i n c r e a s e a n d 
i n t e n s i f y i n 
shallow lakes of 
m a n y r e g i o n s 
b e c a u s e o f 
greater climate instability and incidence of storm 
events, and so the study of sediment-water 
interactions will be a major focus. If you want to hear 
more about it or even would like to participate in the 
experiment, contact Pablo! 

GREETINGS FROM GERMANY

Ana and Simone attended 21st International Workshop 
on Physical Processes in Natural Waters (PPNW 2018) 
held in Solothurn, Switzerland. The PPNW workshops 
focus on the physics of inland and coastal water bodies 
and their interactions with the physical and 
biogeochemical processes that drive water quality and 
ecosystem functioning.

Leyden Fernandez Vidal and Stefan Bertilsson 
participated in the 13th European Nitrogen Fixation 
Conference in Stockholm Aug 18-21. Leyden got to 
present her research in a contributed talk and also got to 
actually meet her assistant advisor Lasse Riemann for the 
first time.

ALL OF THE CONFERENCES 

Quite a few of the microbial limnologists 
attended and presented at ISME17 in Leipzig 
Aug 12-17. This included Anna Szekely, Silke 
Langenheder, Stefan Bertilsson, Maté Vass, 
Sarahi Garcia , Mori tz Buck , Vasi l ik i 
Papazachariou and limno-affiliates Gaetan 
Martin, Viente Sedano, and Javier Vargas, and 
some 2000 other microbial ecologists. The week 
held an overdose of science, beer and good 
meetings as well as the recovery of a WW2 
bomb in downtown Leipzig with Hotel 
evacuations resulting.  

https://hifmb.de/en/
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Lars attended the SIL (The International Society of 
Limnology) meeting in Nanjing, China, where he was 
awarded the Einar Naumann-August Thienemann 
Medal. It was a good meeting, with participation 
from 40 countries, and a friendly atmosphere. 
Coming SIL meetings are in 2020 in South Korea, 
and in 2022 in Berlin, which will be the centennial 
celebration of the start of SIL in 1922. 

Pictured right: Lars and Yongqiang Zhou, who is 
applying for funding to come to Uppsala.

SIL MEETING 

Kristina Heinrich is 
about to finish her PhD 
studies in microbiology 
at SciLifeLab/Stockholm 
University. For a few 
weeks, she has been 
working at Limnology 
with Anna Szekely and 
Stefan Bertilsson on a 
project to study filament 
f o r m a t i o n i n 
Caulobacter and got to 
train as a limnologist in 
the process.

Omneya , who has 
w o r k e d w i t h u s 
previously, is now 
back to work with the 
molecular lab for five 
months. 

She is going to work 
on several projects 
with Theresa, Maté, 
Anna, Silke and Eva. 

JP Balmonte is joining 
L imno a s a pos tdoc 
w o r k i n g w i t h A n n a 

S z e k e l y  s t a r t i n g i n 
September.  He finished his 
PhD at the Department of 
Marine Sciences at UNC 
Chapel Hill, under the co-
supervision of Dr. Carol 
Arnosti and Dr. Andreas 
Te s k e . F o r h i s P h D , 
JP  investigated  bacterial 
community composition, 
organic matter degrading 
capabilities  (and sometimes 
D O M c o m p o s i t i o n ) , 
and  s t ruc ture- funct ion 

relationships in a range of marine systems. He became 
interested in understanding microbial community 
assembly mechanisms , and wi l l focus h i s 
postdoctoral work on understanding the role of viruses 
during microbial community coalescence in freshwater 
systems, investigating phage-host relationships, and the 
structure and function of coalesced microbial 
communities. Just like some bacterial lineages, JP has 
made a transition from marine to freshwater.

NEW FACES 

After three years of experiments, we will finally remove the 
mesocosms and end the KAWater experiment in week 37. 
September 12th and 13th, we need as many people as 
possible to help pump out the water, remove the sediment 
and clean the tanks. 
And of course get some happy muddy faces!

LAST CHANCE TO COVER 
YOURSELF IN KAWater 


