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Stephen Jane, or simply Steve, a PhD 
student from the US is arriving today, 
Monday September 2nd and will stay 
until June 2020. He is here with a 
Fulbright stipend and intends to do 
some work on the response of lake 
benthic invertebrate communities to 
dissolved organic matter (DOM) loading 
with a focus on understanding whether 
DOM induced hypoxia consistently 
precedes shifts in these communities. 
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Severa l PhD s tuden t s f rom 
l imnology (Kar la Münzner , 
Theresa Lumpi and Máté Vass) and 
the department of Aquatic Sciences 
and Assessment at SLU (Jenny 
Nilsson and Sophia Renes) are 
involved in the Urban Algae 
project. This is a young researcher 
project aimed at generating new knowledge about 
ecosystem services and the ecological status of ponds in 
urban areas, as well as citizens’ perception of urban 
ponds and the ecosystem services they provide. It is 
funded by the European Federation of Freshwater 
Sciences, the European Fresh and Young Researchers, 
and representatives of the Fresh Blood for Fresh Water 
meetings, aimed at fostering interdisciplinary 
collaboration among young scientists. 
  
After a successful field campaign in the summer of 2018, 
in which the 30 teams of young freshwater scientists 
sampled ponds in 28 European cities, we are now 
starting the second part of the project: the citizens’ 
survey. This is where you come in: Please help us by 
filling out and passing along our survey! You can either 
use the QR code above or follow the link https://
www.soscisurvey.de/urbanalgae2018/  

September
Anastasija has published in Scientific 
Reports, the first model to predict 
methane production in a freshwater 
sediment based on the sediment’s 
properties: 

Isidorova, A., C. Grasset, R. Mendonça, 
and S. Sobek (2019), Methane formation 
in tropical reservoirs predicted from 
sediment age and nitrogen, Scientific 
Reports, 9, 11017, doi:10.1038/
s41598-019-47346-7. 
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Sebastian’s HYDROCARB project funded by the ERC 
came to an end this month. After a lot of traveling 
between Sweden and Brazil for fieldwork and 
workshops during the previous six years, the final 
meeting was carried out via the University's video 
conference system to avoid unnecessary additional CO2 

emissions. People logged in from Sweden, Brazil, 
Belgium, USA, Switzerland and Spain to discuss 
individual progress and a final synthesis paper on 
carbon budgets from the studied reservoirs. The 
connection worked really well! And since everybody 
was almost life-size on screen in Uppsala, it seemed 
almost like the others were in the same room with us 
for the discussions. 

HYDROCARB WRAP-UP
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The  Erken Summer School once again 
took place this summer for three weeks in 
June and July. Pia Larsson and Maja Pelve 
were the organizers of the school, 
making sure all high school students 
learned a lot and had a good time. Gosia 
a n d K a r l a f r o m t h e L i m n o l o g y 
Department supervised student groups in 
several projects: modeling lake dynamics 
under different climate change scenarios, 
comparing water quality in Erken and 
N o r r t ä l j e v i k e n w i t h t h e h e l p 
of  phytoplankton, and assessing the 
impact of the surrounding environment on the diversity of stream benthic macroinvertebrates. All 
students did a great job and said that they enjoyed their water-projects a lot - so  if you want to 
introduce high school students to biology research, or need some help for a small project, consider 
volunteering with the summer school next year!  

ERKEN SUMMER 
SCHOOL

A view of the meeting from the Uppsala side with 
members from part of the team from abroad 
shown on the monitor!
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