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The Einar Naumann-August Thienemann Medal of the International 
Society of Limnology (SIL) will be presented to Lars Tranvik in 
August at the SIL conference in Nanjing. SIL considers it "the 
highest honor that can be bestowed internationally for outstanding 
scientific contributions to limnology". This reflects the achievements 
by the team of many previous and current members of the 
limnology program at IEG. There was a fika to celebrate this 
tremendous achievement and Lars was presented with a limno 
department medal so that he could practice for the official 
ceremony in August. 

LIMNO AWARD WINNER

Eva and Pablo have taken the initiative to get more limnos involved 
in fika. Their polling data shows that among the 38 respondents to 
the survey 73.3% voted for in favor of a weekly cake, though 
opinions on assigned vs. voluntary cake duty were more split with 
53.1% in favor of cake assignments and 46.9% opposed. The 
compromised with an assigned list for the year and a voluntary 
sign up for the summer months. The first Lilllördag was 
Wednesday, May 23rd and seems to have been a great success 
with lots of sun and a Quesada pasiega made by Pablo.  
   

LET THEM EAT CAKE
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A bunch of Limnos 
participated in the last 
three sessions of the 
Pub Quiz at William's 
Pub. After climbing 
through the ranks, 
from second last to 
third to last of about 
15 teams, they were 
confident enough for 
the last quiz to call 
their team "We won't 
be last." The answer 
sheet (right) shows 
their knowledge in the 
round "Pop culture". 
T h e y w e r e 
S u c c e s s f u l l y l a s t . 
Congratulations.

Dolly received a VR grant to host a conference 
called ‘Unifying concepts pertaining to organic 
matter reactivity across soil, freshwater and 
marine ecosystems’. The conference will bring 
together leading researchers across these three 
s u b - d i s c i p l i n e s t o d i s c u s s d i v e r g i n g 
conceptualizations of organic matter reactivity. To 
be held at EBC, and planned for January 2019. 
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The excursion portion of the bachelors level EkoPop course is in full swing this month. Anastasija, Karolina and 
Gesa taught the portion at Erken, where Karolina sent the students out to the wrong place on the lake, ensuring 
interesting results. Matilda has been at Klubban in Fiskebäckskil helping with the other EkoPop excursion and 
supervising projects on topics ranging from Island biogeography to fish color preference. Below (left) are the 
students at Erken preparing for an excursion and (right) fishing for goldsinny wrasse.  

Anna N. returned to the Krycklan 
catchment from May 7-11th for her 
final round of sampling the deep 
groundwater wells. The peak spring 
flood this year in Krycklan was on 
the 6th of May, so her sampling took 
place right after it. There was still 
snow on the ground, but the 
mosquitos had already arrived! 

FINAL SAMPLING

EkoPop 

CONFERENCE GRANT “downclimbing is also a sport”
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Sophia spent all of April and part of May in the US, at 
the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, for a study visit. 
The goal of her visit was to interact with her co-
supervisor, Craig Allen’s group, and learn about their 
ecological resilience research. The group has a strong 
focus on (socio)ecological resilience, but their study 
systems are very different from Sophia’s: prairie wildlife 
(migratory birds, bats, fishes) and grasslands (woody 
encroachment, wildfires), and they have a strong focus 
on spatial distributions, whereas her project is focused 
more on temporal patterns (in aquatic microbial communities). The group was very welcoming and there was 
plenty of time for fruitful discussions, occasionally over tasty drinks.

ADVENTURES ABROAD 

Máté, Theresa and Matilda were all awarded the 
Malméns scholarship!  
Máté will use it to conduct a lab experiment where he 
will check the temperature- and dispersal-dependent 
priority effects in aquatic bacterial communities. More 
specifically: how historically tolerant are lake bacterial 
communities to bacterial immigration from the Baltic 
Sea at different temperatures. Vasiliki will help him to 
collect samples, set up the experiment and do some 
measurements during the experiment period.  
Matilda will use it to explore the factors influencing 
individual variation in metabolism in littoral and 
pelagic perch ecotypes within Lake Erken. Since these 
fish show differing levels of prey specialization and 
feeding strategies, we will be able to examine whether 
ecotypes or habitat choice, correlate to metabolic rate 
and whether these relationships are maintained across 
size distributions.  
Theresa will examine the interactive effect of grazing 
and nutrients on the importance of priority effects in 
microbial communities. Vasiliki will also help out with 
this experiment.

MALMÉNS MONEY

Anna Sz. and Bianka Cs. together with several 
researchers from Eötvös University of Budapest and the 
Balaton Limnological Institute did an intensive sampling 
trip around the Carpathian basin. They sampled soda 
lakes and other shallow lakes from Serbia, Hungary and 
Austria to assess the microbial communities associated 
with the different particle sizes of these lakes and their 
connection to the viral populations. The sampling was 
part of Anna’s SciLife Biodiversity grant called Inland 
Water Virus Scope (IWVS). 

The lab is getting 
busier and busier 
by the day as the 
s a m p l i n g a n d 
e x p e r i m e n t a l 
season takes off. 
This also means 
intensive use of the 
r o u g h l a b . 
Therefore, please 
pay extra attention 
to the tidiness of 
this room. Everyone 
is tired at the end 
of a sampling day 
but please, by latest the day after, get back to the 
rough lab and clean up your mess. Also 
remember, this lab is not for storage or dish 
washing. Store your sampling gear in the garage 
and wash your sampling containers in the 
dishwashing room. 
There will be a safety inspection on June 19th.

SAMPLING TRIP

LAB CORNER


