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Upcoming PhD-defenses
There are a few PhD-defenses coming up. 

On October 4, Matthew Tye will defend his thesis ““Biotic and abiotic drivers of life-history and 
demographic variation in boreal orchids” at 13.00 in Zootissalen.
On October 12, Elodie Chapurlat will defent her thesis “Evolutionary ecology of floral traits in fra-
grant orchids” at 13.00 in Zootissalen. 
On October 19, Venkat Talla will defend his thesis “Speciation genetics of recently diverged species” 
at 10:15 in Lindahlsalen. 

Evolutionary Biology Research Day
The research day of the Evolutionary Biology division, within the Department of Ecology and Ge-
netics, Uppsala University, will be held at Clarion Gillet Hotel, Uppsala on the 8th and 9th of Oc-
tober, 2018. During these two days, members from different research groups will take a challenge 
to present the highlights of their scientific work within a short time frame and will compete for the 
best short-talk master. We are honored to welcome and listen to two Uppsala University alumni, Dr. 
Karin Berggren Bremdal and Dr. Anna-Karin Fridolfsson. We are looking forward to listening to their 
talks about career opportunities after a PhD education here at EBC. The Invited speaker of this year 
is Dr. Thomas Nygren, the Associate Professor at the Department of Education, Uppsala University, 
who in his talk (Digital civic literacy: The importance of scientific curiosity) will give advice on how 
to critically navigate the floods of digital information. In addition to scientific program, both days 
will be filled with teambuilding and social activities such as curling. Our research day will be con-
cluded in a joint dinner where we will get to taste the culinary side of our host, the Clarion Gillet 
Hotel.

News from the Administration
New procedures for management of email
The University has new procedures for the management of email. The Procedures for the Manage-
ment of Email (UFV 2018/1239) provide practical guidelines for staff on the use of email at Uppsala 
University. One of the purposes of the document is to help staff at the University meet the require-
ments of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

Everyone at Uppsala University must use the email system provided by the University when sending 
business emails. This applies to both internal and external communications. Some other points to 
note are that automatic forwarding of email to other email systems is not permitted, private email to 
and from the system must be limited, and automatic out-of-office replies should be used. The new 
procedures take effect immediately.

The Procedures for the Management of Email (UFV 2018/1239)

https://mp.uu.se/documents/461533/6358174/20180628+Epostrutiner+engelska/72218fbc-ef56-ce2d-c509-d65a6427daae


New publications alert
Former MEME-student Rebecca Hooper has a new paper published together with post doc Jaelle 
Brealey in the Guschanski lab. It’s about using genomic data to characterize skin microbiota of killer 
whales (Orcinus orca) and investigations of how different factors effect the composition. Read the 
paper here.

Karen Lebret, Silke Langenheder, Eva Lindström and 
co-workers have published an article about the blooming 
of the algae Gonyostomum semen and the environmental 
factors which affect the blooming. You can read the pa-
per here. The local newspaper UNT also made an article 
based on the paper (in Swedish).  

Mushroom kingdom
On September 26, the mushroom scientists at EBC hosted an field trip to a nearby forest. After-
wards, there was a round of identification of species and barbecue. Here are some pictures from last 
year’s field trip. 

More information about the IEG Day
The registration for the IEG Day on October 26 is now open! The day will take place at Hotell Gil-
let and will include a number of points of discussion. The day will include:
• Discussions on how we should respond to and get the best out of ÖB 19, the upcoming revi-
sion of funding to the different research programs in science and technology at Uppsala University.
• Stress management
• Research  ethics
• A scientific session with contributions from all units
• Games
• Excellent opportunities to hang out and interact across the units of the department. 
• A banquet concludes the day.

Please register for the day here. 

On behalf of the organizers Anna Rosling, Johanna Liljestrand Rönn, Magnus Eklund, Valentina 
Peona and Fernando Chaguaceda, Welcome!
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/mec.14860
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-31892-7
https://goo.gl/forms/xZ4MuCCAfUpkY4Iu2


New vice dean
Anna Qvarnström has been appointed as vice Dean of Research at the Faculty of Science and Tech-
nology. The appointment is for the remaining term 2018-09-06 — 2020-06-30. 

New Doctors of Philosophy
We congratulate Ghazal Alavioon, Warren Kunce and Xiaodong Liu on sucessfully defending their 
theses!

Visiting professors
Three new visiting professors over at the Swedish Collegium for Advanced Science, are in the 
botanical garden, during this semester. They are Steve Chenoweth (Univ of Queensland), Locke 
Rowe (Univ of Toronto) and Troy Day (Queen’s Univ). They will be spending part of their time at 
the Animal Ecology program.

Award alert
Lars Tranvik has been awarded the The Ecology Institute Prize 2018 in freshwater ecology. The 
quotation of the jury highlights that Lars’ contributions to biogeochemistry and microbial ecology 
has helped in shaping our current understanding of carbon cycling in inland waters and has also 
spurred novel questions that address our core understanding of the ecology and biogeochemistry 
of lake ecosystems from a wide range of perspectives. Lars will accept the prize in Germany on 
October 9.

Lab corner
A generar reminder for labs with freezers in them. Remember to check their content of the freezer 
from time to time. Some very interesting things have been found in previous freezer check ups. 

Women in Science Prize
The L’Oréal-Unesco For Women in Science Sweden Prize with support of The Young Academy of 
Sweden, aims at highlighting promising women in the early stages of their research career in science 
and creating role models for future generations. The prize is awarded by The L’Oréal Foundation, 
The Swedish National Commission for UNESCO, and The Young Academy of Sweden. They are 
looking for nominations for this year’s prize and can read more here.

http://www.sverigesungaakademi.se/en/733.html


Three-year mesocosm experiment at an end
In September, the project “KAWater: Inland water ecosystems in the global carbon cycle - towards 
a mechanistic understanding” coordinated by Lars Tranvik and Kristin Scharnweber has ended its 
mesocosm experiments at Lake Erken. KAWater is an interdisciplinary project that is bridging disci-
plines including molecular microbiology, organic analytical chemistry, and food web ecology. Thus, 
it connected the different expertises in the limnology program, but further reached out to collabo-
rations with colleagues from BMC and the Geocentre. The goal of this project funded by the Knut 
och Alice Wallenberg Foundation is to enhance our understanding of the carbon cycle in freshwater 
systems, all the way from molecules to the ecosystem scale.

Since more than three years, experiments have been running in the facility consisting of 20 tanks 
each with about 1500 L of water floating in the lake that allow experimental treatments under 
conditions closer to nature than typically achievable in the lab or in smaller volumes. Maintaining 
this facility and carrying out the intense and frequent sampling campaigns has been a huge effort 
where many great and motivated people have been involved. Thanks to all the helping hands that 
supported and contributed to the project during these years from Lars and Kristin!

Photos courtesy of Kristin Scharnweber


