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On	 August	 19	 Kurt	 Pettersson	 and	 his	 family	
welcomed	 colleagues	 and	 friends	 to	 celebrate	 38	
years	 of	 Kurt’s	 dedicated	 work	 at	 the	 station.	 The	
celebration	in	the	style	of	a	traditional	crayfish	party	
was	 accompanied	 by	 touching	 speeches	 and	 funny	
stories	 from	 Kurt’s	 best	 friends.	 It	 was	 a	 great	
opportunity	 for	 all	 the	 guests	 to	 thank	 Kurt	 for	 his	
incredible	 service	 to	 Limnological	 science	 in	 general	
and	 Uppsala’s	 Limnology	 department	 in	 particular.	
We	hope	that	Kurt	will	enjoy	his	retirement	as	much	
as	we	 all	 enjoy	 visiting	 Erken	 station	 and	 wish	 him	
the	best	of	luck	in	everything	he	does!	
	

	
	

	
The	 first	 mesocosm	
experiment	 in	 the	
KAWater	project	ended	
on	 July	 14.	 For	 five	
weeks	a	group	of	about	
15	 people	 was	 busy	
with	weekly	 samplings	
and	 analyses	 of	 20	
mesocosms.	 The	
second	 experiment	
began	on	August	9	and	
will	 finish	 in	 early	
September.	
	

Erkenlaboratoriet	

Conferences	
Limno	 crew	attended	
ISME16	 in	 Montreal.	
It	 was	 a	 great	
conference	 with	
about	 2100	 people	
attending.	 Moritz,	
Stefan,	 Alex,	 Anna	
and	 Sarahi	 had	 talks	
and	 Lucas,	 Martin,	
Yinghua	 and	 Sari	
had	posters.		

ISME16	 was	 not	 only	 about	
science:	 some	 limnos	 also	
challenged	 themselves	 in	
sports.	 Moritz	 and	 Sari	 ran	 a	
half-marathon	 and	 Anna	 Sz.	 a	

10K	 at	 the	 Lachine	 Bonneville	 Demi-Marathon	 in	
Montreal	 organized	 to	 support	 Montreal	 Alzheimer	
Society.		

Events	
The	 last	 night	 of	August,	
the	 Stockholm	 Water	
Prize,	 "the	 most	
prestigious	water	 award	
in	 the	 world",	 was	
awarded	 to	 Joan	 B.	 Rose,	 for	
her	 outstanding	 achievements	
regarding	 waterborne	 diseases	
and	 global	 public	 health.	 With	
this	event,	Lars	ended	a	six-year	
term	 as	 chair	 of	 the	 committee	
that	 selects	 the	winner	 of	 this	 annual	 prize.	 Check	 it	
out,	the	action	starts	at	minute	27,	right	after	the	cello	
player:	 http://goo.gl/hDxlZZ.	 For	 more	 information	
about	the	prize	and	the	winner,	see:	
http://www.siwi.org/prizes/stockholmwaterprize/.	

More	Erken	news	
Kristin’s	 mom	 Barbara	 is	 a	 teacher	 in	 Rendsburg,	 Germany	 at	 a	 school	
providing	vocational	education	and	came	to	Sweden	on	a	 school	 trip	with	
her	class.	They	are	of	age	17-22,	and	will	graduate	next	year.	They	stayed	at	
Erken	 from	 July	 17	 -	 19	 and	 had	 a	Water	 Day,	 which	 they	 enjoyed	 very	
much.	Kristin	also	gave	a	small	seminar	about	the	mesocosm	experiments.	
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Sport	
Moritz	 and	 Annika	
participated	 in	
Vansbrosimningen,	a	3	km	
swim	 in	 Dalarna	 that	
makes	a	part	of	"En	Svensk	
Klassiker".	 After	 having	
missed	 Vansbrosimningen	
last	 year	 and	 having	 finished	 Lidingöloppet,	
Vasaloppet,	 Vätternrundan	 all	 again	 this	 year,	 with	
Vansbrosimnigen	 Moritz	 now	 finally	 got	 Swedish	
Classicfied	-	congrats!	

People	
Lucas	 Sinclair	 and	Alexander	
Eiler	 are	 leaving	 our	
department	 after	working	 here	
for	 4	 and	6	 years,	 respectively.	
Lucas	 and	 Alex	 greatly	
appreciated	 the	 time	 and	
connections	 they	 made	 at	 the	
department,	 and	 will	 spend	
some	more	time	with	us	during	
Lucas’	 PhD	 defense	 on	
September	8.	
	
As	a	continuation	of	their	 joint	work,	Lucas	and	Alex	
have	 founded	 a	 company	 for	 bioinformatics	 and	
eDNA	solutions.	
	
Good	luck	to	Lucas	and	Alex	in	their	new	enterprise!		

Limno-babies	
As	 many	 as	 three	 limno-babies	 were	 born	 this	
summer:	Kristin’s	baby	boy	Lasse	came	on	August	9,	
Birgit’s	 second	 son	 Joel	 arrived	 on	 the	 2nd	 of	
September,	 and	 Johanna	 Sjöstedt	 had	 her	 baby	 girl	
on	the	3rd	of	September.	
	

Congratulations	to	the	happy	families!	

Meetings		
Anna	N.	spent	4	weeks	at	
The	 École	 polytechnique	
fédérale	 de	 Lausanne	
(EPFL)	 doing	 a	
secondment	 as	 a	 part	 of	
the	 C-Cascades	 project.	 At	 EPFL	 Anna	 was	 working	
with	 the	 Stream	 Biofilm	 and	 Ecolosystem	 Research	
(SBER)	 laboratory	 and	 participated	 in	 fieldwork,	
visiting	 five	 different	 catchments	 in	 the	 Swiss	 Alps	
where	 the	 SBER	 group	 has	 a	 number	 of	 CO2	 and	 O2	
monitoring	stations	in	the	streams.		
	
Anna	 Sz.	 attended	 the	 8th	
Aquatic	 Virus	 Workshop	
(AVW8)	 in	 Plymouth,	UK.	AVW	
is	 a	 small	 biannual	 meeting,	
where	 the	 most	 prominent	
aquatic	 virus	 aficionados	 get	
together	 to	 share	 their	 latest	
results	 and	 passion	 for	 the	
smallest	 biological	 entities	 in	
waters.	

	
During	 the	 first	 week	 of	
September	Máté	was	at	a	summer	
school	 arranged	 by	 the	 Hjort	
Centre	 at	 the	 Espegrend	 Field	
Station	 in	 Bergen,	 Norway.	 The	
topic	 of	 the	 summer	 school	 was	
“Microbial	 Oceanography	 -	
Complexity	 vs.	 Simplicity	 in	
Microbial	Ecology”.		

	
Andrea	participated	in	the	
SIL	 conference	 in	 Torino,	
Italy.	 A	 colleague	 and	 a	
good	 friend	 of	 our	
department,	Gene	 Likens,	
attended	the	conference	as	
well,	 and	 Andrea	 was	
happy	to	share	this	picture	
with	all	of	us.	
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You	 can	 now	 check	 the	 Limno	 exhibition	 that	 is	
presented	 in	 the	 EBC	 hall.	 The	 installation	 is	 built	
around	 a	 remarkable	 piece	 of	 vintage	 equipment	 –	
the	 original	 Sven	 Ekman’s	 photocamera	 from	 the	
beginning	 of	 the	 last	 century.	 Our	 nesting	 doll-style	
exhibition	 features	 a	 sequence	 of	 photographs	
ultimately	 depicting	 Lars	 demonstrating	 the	 use	 of	
Ekman	grabber.	Of	course,	one	of	these	photographs	
was	taken	with	the	Sven	Ekman’s	camera.	


