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Professor Gene Likens is one of the founding 
members of the Cary Institute of Ecosystems 
Sciences and a distinguished limno alumnus. To 
celebrate his outstanding contributions to the 
fields of ecology and biogeochemistry and of 
course to the limnology department, he received 
an honorary doctorate from Uppsala University 
this January. In addition to the convocation 
ceremony at Universitetshuset and a formal dinner 
at the castle, Gene participated in a mini-
symposium chaired by Eva and held in his honor  
at EBC.
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Gene Likens’ Mini-Symposium

Dolly arranged a lunch at Legume with Gene and 
a group of limnos (both current and former). 
Among other topics Gene discussed how 
spending time on a farm growing up helped to 
pique his interest in science and how his early 
career as a professional baseball player ended up 
convincing him to pressure a career in science. 
He also spoke of the importance of thinking 
outside of our narrow disciplines and the role that 
serendipity has to play in our lives and careers. 
According to Gene dif ference between 
serendipity and luck is, with serendipity “you 
keep your eyes, ears, and mind open and when 
something comes along you catch it”, it is more 
active than luck, and a concept I want to make 
sure to incorporate into my life. 

Pictured above left to right: Lars Hedin, Daniel Conley, Gene 
Likens, Emily Bernhardt, and Carl Folke all spoke at the mini-
symposium and have all worked with Gene in the past.

Pictured left to right: Dolly, Alina, Annika, Birgit, Matilda, Blaize, 
Karolina, Gene, Lee and Nuria. 

The symposium included talks by some of his past 
collaborators and students (pictured above) who 
presented research related to Gene’s study system at 
Hubbard Brook Forest Ecosystem and to the field 
more broadly. Lars gave the opening remarks during 
the event. The symposium also included a poster 
session for “early-career” scientists. This was both a 
good opportunity to receive feedback from the 
speakers, but also to have the chance to see what our 
colleagues are working on, since conference 
attendance doesn’t always overlap between groups. 

Pictured below, left to right: Jovana, Gene and Yinghua pose 
with their diplomas after the convocation ceremony.
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Are you tired of all the fats and lipids after the 
Christmas Holidays? Kristin cannot get enough of 
them and after a break of about two years, the fatty 
acid lab is up and running again. With her analyses, 
Kristin will try to shed some more light on the 
overall variation of fatty composition of perch and 
how is influenced by environmental factors. Another 
line of research will be to trace the fatty acids of 
methane oxidizing bacteria in higher trophic levels 
to follow the 
p a t h way o f 
m e t h a n e 
through the 
f o o d w e b . 
Curious about 
h o w t h e s e 
a n a l y s e s 
work? You can 
visit her in the 
fi s h l a b , 
where she will be spending a lot of time in the near 
future.

FATTY ACID FUNERKEN MONITORING DATA 

MEETINGS
Anna N and Gesa attended a nice EU meeting in 
Hamburg!  The discussion on the role of fish in the 
global carbon cycle became very lively while eating 
at a great Hamburg fish restaurant.  

You may remember the presentation that Marcus had 
at a Monday seminar in spring about the website that 
he developed to visualize and download data from 
the Erken monitoring program. Since then a lot of 
things have happened so you should all have a look! 
http://85.24.137.188:8000 

Above you can see what the Chlorophyll levels in Erken have 
looked like over the past three months! 

Welcome to the Lab-corner, a new corner of the 
newsletter where we hope to bring you every 
month brief but important news from the lab. 

new gloves: we started to order EcoShield gloves for 
all Limnology. The new gloves are similarly 
resistant nitrile gloves than the blue VWR gloves we 
used to buy, but the EcoShield gloves are as 
comfortable as a latex glove and  have an 
environmental friendly packaging. gloves info 
turn off the lights!  Limnology labs have been 
evaluated as THE WORST regarding turning off the 
lights. Let's get  a better environmental  record and 
turn off the lights when no one else is left in the lab. 
don't store chemicals in your cupboards: when you 
get a new chemical, always notify Christoffer and 
never store it in your cupboard. As a deterrent 
example check the pics from a cupboard (below), 
where a previous limno used to store a corrosive 
carcinogenic chemical. Look at those hinges!

LAB-CORNER

Gesa, Don, William and Fabian attended the GLEON 
19 all Hands' meeting at Mohonk Lake, New York, 
USA from 27 November – 1 December 2017. 

Besides being very active in various working groups, 
networking, presenting and discussing posters, some 
attended training workshops and on the last day 
visited the Ashokan Reservoir, which is part of the 
impressive drinking water supply system of NYC.

Pictured above: The Conference Centre Mohonk Mountain 
House and Lake Mohonk 

 

http://shieldscientific.com/brand/ecoshield/
http://85.24.137.188:8000/
http://shieldscientific.com/brand/ecoshield/
http://85.24.137.188:8000/
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Simone Moras, is a new Limno 
Master student, doing his thesis 
with Don and research training 
with Charlotte. His thesis deals 
w i t h s i m u l a t i n g w a t e r 
temperature of lake Erken using 
meteorological data. The aim is 
to simulate water temperature 
back in time in order to examine 
climate-change effects on the 
lake. With Charlotte he is taking 
part in lab experiments to 
quantify the rate of methane 
formation in lake sediments 
supplied with different sources 
of organic carbon. 

Jasmine Stavenow is our new, old 
research assistant. Some of you might 
know her, because she was helping 
out with the water days at Erken 
during Pias maternity leave. Jasmine 
will help with the work in the 
KAWater project and will also 
support Karólina and Marloes. 

Lucas Bolender is a Masters student 
and will do his Research Training at 
Limno. He will work with Kristin and 
Charlotte, and is currently tasked 
with trying to figure out whether 
samples from the Baltic Sea are in 
f a c t m e a n t t o c o n t a i n a n y 
zooplanktonton. 

NEW FACES

Vasiliki is a new Masters student 
working with Stefan and Mikael 
Tedengren at Stockholm University. 
She will be based here at Limnology 
and study the coral microbiome and 
the impacts of antibiotics and 
environmental stress on bacteria 
living in the mucous of Fungia 
fungites. Her labwork will mainly be 
in the molecular biology area (DNA 
extraction, PCR analyses).  

Alina and co-authors show in a new 
publication in Environmental Science 
and Technology how the overall decay of 
organic matter emerges from a spectrum 
of different decay rates of hundreds of 
individual components. They suggest that 
their new approach, combining ultrahigh 
resolution mass spectrometry with the 
kinetic modeling of decomposition is a 
promising way forward to understand the 
complexity of the dynamics of organic 
matter. The paper is the result of 
collaborat ion with Universi ty of 
Oldenburg, Germany, and is a part of the 
PhD thesis that Alina defended in the 
spring. Paper found here: doi/10.1021/ 

Stefan started working halftime as the 
new Director for SITES (ht tp: / /
www.fieldsites.se/sv-SE). This 50% 
position is initially for 2 years and he 
will be doing this work out of SLU 
(Dept of Aquat ic Sciences and 
Assessment).

The SITES AquaNet network had 
a workshop in Erken on the 10 and 11th 
of Jan 2018. The purpose of the 
workshop was to revisit  everything 
accomplished during 2017 and plan for 
the next steps in 2018. Everyone was 
happy about the results  achieved so 
far and, as usual, enjoyed the hospitality 
o f t he peop le a t  E rken . Pab lo 
recently  presented  the mesocosm 
infrastructure at Lund University on the 
24th of Jan and will did the same here 
in Uppsala at both Limno and SLU on 
the 5th and 7th  of Feb, respectively. 
Everyone is welcome! 

SITES AquaNet

SITES

http://www.fieldsites.se/sv-SE
http://www.fieldsites.se/sv-SE
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.7b02876
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.7b02876
http://www.fieldsites.se/sv-SE
http://www.fieldsites.se/sv-SE

